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Local clinic to close with PRH on March 31 


Daniel Richardson 

Parkway Regional Hospital’s 
inpatient and emergency services, as 
well as two clinics associated with the 
hospital in Clinton and Hickman, will 
cease operations on March 31, 2015. 

Community Health Services, which 
owns Parkway Regional and three 
clinics associated with the hospital in 
Fulton, Hickman, and Clinton, released 
a statement last week that explained 
the challenges and changes of recent 


years have led to the decision to adjust 
its model of operation. 

“As Parkway Regional Hospital 
surveyed the operating environment 
and how the community was using the 
hospital, the decision was made to end 
inpatient and emergency department 
services and focus resources on 
outpatient services,” the statement said. 

The release was unclear as to what 
services, if any, will remain available 
at the Fulton hospital, but did say that 
Hillview Clinic will be relocated to 


South Fulton. 

The statement also failed to mention 
the fate of the physician clinics in 
Clinton and Hickman. According to 
people familiar with the matter, the 
clinics in Hickman and Clinton are 
also scheduled to close on March 31. 
Patrons of these clinics will have to 
either follow their doctors to the South 
Fulton facility, or find another outlet 
for healthcare. 

“Our hospital has a proud tradition 
of providing quality, personalized 


care and we have strong patient 
satisfaction,” Parkway Regional 
Hospital CEO John Ballard said in the 
press release. “In spite of this, these 
are challenging times for all hospitals 
and we must evolve and adjust to new 
realities. Maintaining a full-service 
hospital for the current demand from 
acute to emergency patients is not 
sustainable.” 

Ballard was contacted a week prior 
to the announcement by a reporter 
from the Hickman Courier, as rumors 


circulated about the hospital’s looming 
closure. Ballard then responded that 
there were no plans in place to close 
the hospital. 

The statement released by the 
hospital said that PRH has seen a 50 
percent drop in patients admitted to the 
hospital, from 1,400 in 2010 to about 
700 this year. 
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‘TIS THE SEASON - In the spirit of Christmas, residents and staff at Clinton-Hickman County ICF decided to hold a food drive for the 
Mission House. Lula Belle Puckett, shown in the center, was director of the Mission House for 21 years, is now a resident at ICF. Seat¬ 
ed from left are Dolly Turner, Elnora Clifton, Bernice Deboe, Lula Belle Puckett, Rose Clark, Joyce Hales and Joe Stahr. Standing from 
left are, ICF staff Leigh Ann Turner, Becky Seaton, Tina McAuliffe, director of The Mission House, Santa Claus, ICF staff Leslie Murphy, 
Sherry Webb, Sheka Fitts and Glenda Dublin, Martine Stahr, wife of Joe Stahr, and Cathy Hunter, staff. 


Trail of Tears signage will 
guide enthusiasts through area 


In November of 1838, more than 1,000 
Cherokees Indians with 600 horses and 
more than 60 wagons, known collectively 
as the Benge Detachment, crossed into 
Kentucky in Dukedom on their way to an 
Indian reservation in Oklahoma. 

They came through Clinton and camped 
for 10 days on the bluff that would 
eventually become a Civil War fort and is 
now Columbus-Belmont State Park. 

In August of 2010, newly formed 
Kentucky Great River Road Organization 
(KYGRRO) held a strategic planning 
session at Columbus-Belmont State Park. 
Alice Murphree, a resident of Hopkins vile 
and president of the Kentucky chapter of 
the Trail of Tears Association, caught wind 
of the meeting and made sure to attend, 
as Columbus represents one of only four 
places in the country where a Trail of 
Tears water route and land route cross. 


At the meeting’s conclusion, giving 
Columbus and the region recognition for 
the Trail of Tears route had become part of 
the strategic plan. 

Murphree immediately began work 
on her part, and contacted Steve Bums 
with the National Parks Service. In 
2012, Columbus-Belmont State Park was 
officially certified as a Trail of Tears site. 

After two more years of work by several 
parties involved, the 36-mile trail that the 
Benge Detachment took through western 
Kentucky is now marked with signage to 
guide enthusiasts along the way. 

Before the signs could be purchased and 
put in place, Murphree worked with Bums 
and Kory Dunning to come up with a sign 
plan and submitted it to Norma Pruitt, 
director of KYGRRO, to submit with her 


See Signs, PAGE 3 



This sign on North Washington Street in 
Clinton and many others now mark the 36 
-mile trail from Dukedom to Columbus that 
the Benge Detachment of the Trail of Tears 
took through the Purchase Area. 


Clinton 
Police will 
conduct safety 
checkpoints 
through the 
holidays 

The Clinton Police Department will 
be stepping up its enforcement during 
the holiday season by conducting 
checkpoints throughout the rest of the 
year. These checkpoints are to ensure 
the safety of the citizens of Clinton 
and the Hickman County area. Police 
will be looking for safety violations, 
such as seatbelts, speeding, impaired 
driving, texting while driving, etc. 

Locations of the checkpoints will be 
123/58 west, South Washington, North 
Washington, Mayfield Road. 

To report any reckless driving, 
please contact our local dispatch at 
270-653-5871. Be safe and responsible 
this holiday season. 



LAND PURCHASE 


The Clinton City Council voted recently to sell the lot behind the Mission House to the Mission 
House for $1. Monday at 11 a.m., Clinton Mayor Tommy Kimbro and representatives from the 
Mission House Board of Directors gathered on the lot for a presentation of the deed. 

In this photo, Kimbro presents the deed to Hazel Litesy in exchange for $1. 

Shown from left are Tilly Wilson-Coffman, Vickie Batts, Alma Blair, Stan Waldon, Tommy Kim¬ 
bro, Hazel Litesy, Mission House Director Tina McAuliffe, and Jo Ann Alexander. 


Pruitt’s career 
shows a legacy 
of publicservice 

Daniel Richardson 

On December 31, the longest serving Judge/Executive in 
Hickman County’s history will retire from the office after 26 years. 

Greg Pruitt became Judge/Executive of Hickman County on July 
5,1988 when Governor Wallace Wilkinson appointed him to fill the 
term vacated by Donnie Kell. But Pruitt’s career in public service 
began almost a decade before his appointment to his current office. 

In January of 1979, Pruitt was hired by the City of Hickman to 
work on bringing grants to the community. At the time, Greg was a 
sophomore at Murray State University. When he reported in for his 
first day on the job, Greg was informed that the City of Hickman 
would be assuming control of the ambulance service, which was 
formerly handled by Fulton County. He was instrumental in seeing 
that process through to maturity. In June, the city manager resigned 
and Greg became a 19-year-old interim city manager until Gary 
McConkey was hired in October. 

Greg was scheduled to go back to school in January, but 
McConkey had asked him to stay with the city a while longer. 

Greg said that he would go to Murray State and take 18 hours 
worth of CLEP tests, and if he passed them all, he would stay in 
Hickman. He passed every test, earning him enough credit to skip 
another semester. 

Greg went back to Murray State full-time in August of 1981. 
After graduation, Greg headed to the University of Kentucky 
College of Law, where he graduated in December of 1983 and 
joined the law practice of McMurray and Livingston in Paducah, 
where he spent a year and a half. 

In September of 1985 he opened a law office in Hickman and in 
May of 1986 opened one in Clinton, operating out of both offices. 

One of Pruitt’s clients was an economic development group 
called the Four Mississippi River Counties Industrial Development 
Group. Pruitt went to work for this organization as a part-time 
director. 

In 1987, Tennessee Valley Authority granted funds to start Visions 
Development, an economic development group in Hickman. TVA, 
the Fulton County Judge Executive, and Visions Development’s 
Board of Directors asked Greg to be their executive director. He 
accepted, and closed both of his law offices in May of 1987. 

While practicing law in Clinton in 1986, Greg was approached 
by Tom Harper about heading up the gubernatorial campaign for 
Wallace Wilkinson in Fulton, Hickman, and Carlisle counties. Greg 
declined. Harper asked a second time, and Greg declined again. 
A third request included details about an upcoming visit from 
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HFRECC 

considering merger 
with Gibson EMC 

Gibson Electric Membership Corporation and Hickman-Fulton 
Counties RECC boards are currently in discussions regarding a 
possible merger/consolidation. 

The two cooperatives have been working closely together for 
years on joint projects including information technology and 
fiber systems. With the recent resignation of Hickman-Fulton 
RECC President and CEO Greg Grissom to become President/ 
CEO of Pennyrile Electric, leadership of the two systems have 
agreed that now is a good time to explore the opportunity of an 
expanded and long-term working relationship. 

The boards of both cooperatives met in December and 
authorized a preliminary financial study. They also agreed that 
a merger/consolidation would only be considered if it ultimately 
would save members money through economies of scale, protect 
local jobs, including those held by the employees of both 
systems, and create a better utility through the expansion of 
resources and expertise. 

The electric systems of Gibson EMC and Hickman-Fulton 
RECC connect along the Tennessee and Kentucky border. 
Hickman-Fulton Counties RECC serves about 3,700 residents 
and businesses in Fulton, Hickman, Carlisle and Graves counties 
in Western Kentucky and portions of Obion and Lake counties in 
Northwest Tennessee. Gibson EMC serves about 35,000 members 
in parts of eight Northwest Tennessee counties (Crockett, Dyer, 
Gibson, Haywood, Lake, Lauderdale, Obion and Madison). 



l/l/e want to hear from you! 

If you have a question, comment, or complaint about 
something you saw in The Hickman County Gazette, we’d love to 

hear from you! 

270.653.3381 gazette3322@bellsouth.net 


Obituaries, Pg4 

i Inside 


Sister Annalita Lancaster 
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Dorothy Whitlock 
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See full obituaries on page 4. 
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Learning is diverse and 
hands-on at the ATC 


Charlotte Smith 

Diverse and hands-on were 
words used to describe the 
learning at the Fulton County 
Area Technology Center (ATC) 
by students who addressed the 
2014-2015 steering committee 
on Wednesday, Dec. 10. Two 
students from either Fulton 
County or Hickman County 
high schools represented each 
of the classes being taught at 
the ATC. 

Students discussed classes 
such as Information Technology, 
Business Management, 

Health Science, Automotive 
Technology, Machine Tool/ 
Welding and Carpentry. 

Linsey Grissom, a senior at 
Fulton County and a Health 
Science student, informed the 
committee that she has received 
numerous opportunities while 
attending classes at the ATC. 
“I received some of my most 
valuable knowledge while 
taking these courses,” she said. 
“I am CPR certified and I am 
working toward receiving my 
MNA certification.” Grissom 
plans to attend Murray State 
University majoring in Athletic 
Training with plans to attend her 
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Master’s Degree and become a 
Physicians Assistant. 

Automotive Technology 
students Davis Major, a 
sophomore at Fulton County, 
and Dustin Beasley, a senior at 
Hickman County, both enjoy, 
not only the hands on learning 
they receive in auto class, but 
also the fact that they will carry 
the knowledge obtained in this 
class with them for life. 

“In the last year and a half I 
have learned the two post lift, 
four post lift, and many more 
things,” stated Beasley. “My 
time at the ATC has prepared me 
to study Diesel Technology at 
West Kentucky Community and 
Technology Center (WKCTC). 
I love the hands on learning I 
receive in mechanics.” 

Well-rounded and diverse 
student Travis Crumble is a 
senior at Fulton County. His 
plans include becoming an 
engineer and he has studied 
welding, carpentry, and 
automotive technology at the 
ATC. “I love working with my 
hands,” he said. “I like making 
stuff happen.” 

“I have refined my skills 
in machine tool/welding,” 
stated Hickman County senior 
Steven Allen. “We have had 
the opportunity to work with 
Ingram Barge. I have worked 
on two cooling tanks and we 
recently learned how to patch 
holes. 

They might not be building 
a house this year, but carpentry 
students are enjoying their time 


turning pieces of wood into 
works of art such as beautiful 
checkerboards. “I really enjoy 
it,” stated Jake Russell, a 
sophomore at Fulton County. 
“I plan on taking carpentry all 
four years of high school. It 
takes hard work and dedication 
to build something correctly.” 

When Eddie Crittendon, 
a member of the steering 
committee, asked ATC Principal 
Terry Sullivan what he would 
like to see in the future and 
what the ATC’s needs are 
Sullivan responded with this, 
“opportunities for our students.” 

Sullivan would like to 
bring back job shadowing and 
internships for the students of 
the ATC. “Allowing students to 
follow a business professional 
around for a day is a must,” 
he said. “Especially when 
the students knows exactly 
what they want to do once the 
graduate from high school.” 

Fulton County Superintendent 
Aaron Collins reminded 
everyone of the following, 
“It takes each and everyone 
of us working together, doing 
whatever we need to assist in 
economic development.” 

With continued support of 
education in both Fulton and 
Hickman counties Collins 
envisions all three schools, 
Fulton County, High County 
and Fulton Independent all 
climbing every day. “Our goal 
is to achieve college and career 
readiness for all students,” 
concluded Collins. 


District Court Report 


The following cases were heard before the 
Hon. Hunter B. White sell II during Hickman 
County District Court on 12/15/14. This is not 
an official docket. 

Anthony Uitts. Assault 4th Degree Domestic 
Violence Minor Injury. Amend to Harassment 
With Physical Contact. 90 days, serve 10. 
Balance conditionally discharged one year. 

Timothy D. Crisp. Assault 4th Degree 
Domestic Violence Minor Injury. Amend to 
Harassment With Physical Contact. 90 days, 
serve 10. Balance conditionally discharged one 
year. 

Regina L. Allen. Speeding 20 Mph. Over 
Limit. Six month diversion entered. 

Nekoda S. Crider. Local City Ordinance. 
Pleaded not guilty. Pretrial conference set for 
1/5/15. 

Judy Davis. Failure to Wear Seat Belts. 
Pleaded guilty. $25 fine suspended. Operating on 
Suspended/Revoked Operators License. Amend 
to License in Possession. $100 fine, suspended 
on proof. Failure of Non-Owner Operator to 
Maintain Required Insurance, 1st. Dismissed on 
proof. 

Eva F. Glisson. Operating on Suspended/ 
Revoked Operators License. Pleaded not guilty. 
Pretrial conference set for 3/2/15. 

Brandon S. High. Speeding 18 Mph. Over 
Limit. Amend to 15 Mph. Over. $30 fine. License 
to be in Possession. Dismiss on proof shown. 

James T. Janes. OP MV Under/Influence of 
Alcohol/Drugs, etc. .08, 1st off. Pleaded not 
guilty. Pretrial conference set for 1/12/15. 

Brenda N. Morrow. Speed 12 Mph. Over 
(Limited Access). FTA. 

Natasha S. Richey. Disregarding Stop Sign. 
Operate MV under/Influ. Ale ./Drugs, .08, 
Aggravator, 2nd Off. Pleaded not guilty. Pretrial 
conference set for 1/26/15. 

Steve G. Ross. Failure to Wear Seat Belts. 
FTA. 

Eric Brian Hayden. Paid in full. 

Kevin Carr. Other Hearing. 

Jeremy J. Andrews. Diversion Completion. 
Dismiss, compliant. 


Michael L. Pittman. Diversion Completion. 
Dismiss, compliant. 

Thomas D. Rogers. Diversion Completion. 
Dismiss, compliant. 

Brian Claxton. Show Cause Hearing. Local 
City Ordinance. Bench trial set for 3/16/15 at 10 
a.m. 

Doyle Wayne Gatewood. Show Cause 
Hearing. Assault 4th Degree Domestic Violence 
Minor Injury. Continue to 1/26/15. 

Robin E. Johnson. Show cause hearing. Proof 
of class filed. 

Ledarius Montrel McCloud. Review for 
compliance of diversion. Continue to 12/22/14. 

Sharon K. Riley. Speed 12 Mph. Over (Limited 
Access). Continue to 12/22/14. 

Stephanie West. Review. Harassment 
(Physical Contact) No Injury. Contempt of 
Court. Continued to 12/22/14. 

Leeanne Marie Baldwin. Reinstatement 
Hearing. Recall FTA. Paid in full. Rear License 
not Illuminated. Div. reinstated. 

Frank N. Brittain. Assault 4th Degree- Child 
Abuse. Dismiss as merged 14F57. 

Kevin M. Carr. Violation of Kentucky EPO/ 
DVO. Pleaded guilty. 10 days, serve concurrent 
with Fulton County. 

Crystal Crumble. Pretrial Conference. Operate 
MV u/Infl of Alc/Drugs w/.08 Aggravator, 1st 
Off. Possess Open Alcohol beverage Container 
in a Motor Vehicle. Poss. of Marijuana. Drug 
Paraphernalia- Buy/Possess. License to be in 
Possession. Failure to Produce Insurance Card. 
Continued to 1/12/15.Tampering with Physical 
Evidence. Dis. 

Allan R. Jacobs. Pretrial conference. Unlawful 
Transaction w/Minor- 3rd degree. Continued to 
1/5/15. 

Frank N. Brittain. Wanton Endangerment- 1st 
Degree. Probable cause found. Bound to Grand 
Jury 1/15/15. 

Thomas Curtis. Preliminary Hearing. 
Manufacturing Methamphetamine, 1st Offense. 
Amend to Attempt Possession of Meth Precursor. 
Pleaded guilty pursuant NC v. Alford. 365 days, 
conditionally discharged two years. 



FCB’s growth benefits Hickman County 


First Community Bank of the Heartland began 
as First National Bank of Clinton in 1936. Over 
the last 78 years, the organization has expanded 
to include five locations and 48 employees, 
with another location in Martin, Tenn. coming 
soon. The current locations include branches in 
Clinton, Fancy Farm, Wickliffe, LaCenter, and 
Kevil. 

Though the bank has grown substantially 
through the years, the focus of the organization 
has remained the same: Community banking, 
which included offering the financial services 
to meet the needs of the community, such as 
ag lending, home loans, consumer loans, and 
various types of checking and savings accounts. 

First Community Bank, which now has $170 
million in total assets, puts a big emphasis 
on community involvement in all of its 
communities. 

As the bank’s home, Clinton is the biggest 
beneficiary of the bank’s success. Twenty-six 
of its 48 employees, or more than half, work 
in Clinton and are active members of the 
community in their own rights. The Clinton 
staff has grown with the recent expansions into 
Ballard County, with support positions at the 
home office being created by the bank’s growth. 

“Our growth has allowed us to expand our 
employee base in Hickman County,” Bruce 


Kimbell, President of First Community Bank, 
said of their recent expansions. 

First Community Bank’s first expansion was 
opening a branch in Fancy Farm in August 2005. 

Last year, the bank began construction of a 
new branch in LaCenter. While that facility was 
under construction, FCB acquired the former 
Kevil Bank in Kevil in June 2013, and acquired 
two branches of First Southern National Bank in 
Wickliffe and Kevil, with the Kevil branch being 
consolidated into the FCB branch in Kevil. 

FCB began operations at their newly 
constructed LaCenter branch in February of this 
year, the same month that it took over the First 
Southern National Bank branch in Wickliffe. 

The next chapter of the bank’s expansion will 
be the construction of a new location in Martin. 
Kimbell said the bank has a contract on property 
in Martin, and construction will begin as soon 
as regulatory approval is gained. FCB already 
has several customers in Weakley County, Tenn. 

First Community Bank has approximately 
140 shareholders. The current board of directors 
includes Chairman Greg Pruitt, Vice-Chairman 
Lynn Anne Jones, Secretary Karen Evans, Scott 
Mitchell, Bobby Grogan, Lynne Deweese, Greg 
Gunter, and Bruce Kimbell, who has been the 
bank’s president since 1998. 



FIRST COMMNITY BANK LOAN OFFICERS - Back row from left: Kreg Denton, Greg Gunt¬ 
er, Josh Bailey, Bruce Kimbell, Jeremy Black, Tim Goodin. Front row from left: Carla Pobst, 
Greta Purvis, Teresa Craddock. 
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Pruitt 


From Pg. 1 


Wilkinson, and asking if Greg 
would at least speak with him. 
He reluctantly agreed and later 
found himself sitting at a table 
with the soon-to-be governor. 

Wilkinson asked Greg to 
chair his campaign in Fulton, 
Hickman, and Carlisle counties. 
Greg said he would if Wilkinson 
would agree to grant enough 
money to Four River Counties to 
hire a full-time director if elected. 
Wilkinson said no, because if 
he did that, every non-profit in 
the state would be holding their 
hands out for money. 

Greg then asked Wilkinson 
to commit to putting a branch 
of the Commerce Cabinet in 
the Purchase Area, which he 
believed went often ignored by 
state economic development 
opportunities. Wilkinson again 
said no. 

Greg made one last offer. He 
said he would chair the campaign 
if Wilkinson would agree that if 
elected, either the Secretary of 
Commerce or Deputy Secretary 
would be from the Purchase 
Area, and that Greg would be 
one of the people who had a say 
in who was selected. 

Surprisingly, Wilkinson 

agreed. In a shock to many 
across Kentucky, Wilkinson won 
the governor’s seat in the 1987 
election. 

In the spring of 1988, 
Wilkinson’s Secretery of 
Commerce Bill Lomicha agreed 
to tour the four Mississippi River 
counties with Greg. 

Lomicha and Pruitt were 
to tour the region on May 17, 
beginning in Fulton and going 
north from there. When the two 
stopped for lunch at Capones 
(now La Cabana) in Fulton, 
Betty Abernathy greeted him at 
the door. 

“How much longer are we 
going to have you,” she asked 
Greg. Pruitt suspected that 
Lomicha had come to offer him 
the position of Deputy Secretary 
of Commerce, and thought 
that was what Abernathy was 
referring to. 

She then informed him 
that Hickman County Judge/ 
Executive Donnie Kell had 
announced his resignation, and 
suspected that Greg would be the 
one to fill the position. 


After leaving Fulton, Pruitt and 
Lomicha went to the Edwards 
Trucking building (now Hutson, 
Inc.). At this stop, then County 
Attorney Tom Bugg and Clinton 
Bank loan officer Billy Bryan 
asked if he would be interested 
in serving as the next Judge/ 
Executive. 

On July 5, Gov. Wallace 
Wilkinson appointed Pruitt as 
Judge/Executive of Hickman 
County. After the appointment, 
an election was required to 
determine who would fulfill the 
remainder of Kell’s term, and 
Pruitt appeared on the ballot 
uncontested. 

Then came Pruitt’s first full- 
term election in 1989. Pruitt had 
three opponents, including two- 
term sheriff Powell Clark. 

“I was fortunate to have been 
able to show the people of 
Hickman County how I thought 
county government should run,” 
he says of the election. Out of the 
four candidates, Pruitt received 
74 percent of the vote. 

“It was a very humbling 
experience,” he recalls. 

When Pruitt took office in 
1988, the county’s budget was 
$660,000 - just 13 percent of the 
$4.8 million it has become today. 
A lot of that increase is due to 
increasing mandates from federal 
and state government, Pruitt says. 
But a large chunk of the budget 
is money that comes in through 
grants. 

During his oversight, the 
county saw several new 
improvements, like: a new senior 
citizens’ center, a new health 
department, the new courthouse 
annex, the detention center, and 
the ambulance service building, 
and several rehabilitation 
projects in the county’s historical 
courthouse. 

In addition to these structures, 
Pruitt has applied for and 
administered three housing 
projects, resulting in the 
construction of 35-40 new homes 
in the county. 

“One of the biggest differences 
between then and now is 
economic development,” he says 
in reference to the changes that 
have taken place during his term. 

“In 1988, we didn’t have 
anything related to economic 


development in the county, 
now we have Hickman County 
Economic Development 

Authority, Inc. (HCEDA), which 
has close to $1 million in the 
bank.” 

Pruitt noted that HCEDA has 
never received funding from 
Hickman County. Its funds 
originated from grants and have 
expanded through decisions 
that have been made since its 
inception. Garan deeded what 
is now the Peerless Premier 
building to HCEDA when they 
left. Now Peerless Premier has 
paid HCEDA almost $960,000 
in a ten-year lease-to-own 
agreement. Ownership of the 
building will transfer to Peerless 
Premier in February. 

The HCEDA board of directors 
will contract with Pruitt to serve 
as part-time executive director 
through 2015. Pruitt will work 
for 100 days during the year, and 
will have an office in the former 
Daymar College building. 

Another thing that has changed 
significantly over the past 26 
years is the condition of the 
roads in Hickman County. 

“I don’t think we have a home 
on a gravel road in the county 
anymore,” he said, “and almost 
every bridge on a county road 
has been replaced since 1988.” 

In the summer of 2013, Pruitt 
was uncertain whether or not he 
should run for another term, and 
decided in January to retire and 
spend more time with physical 
fitness. 

“Em not leaving this office 
because I want to sit back and 
draw a retirement check,” he 
said. “Em leaving because of a 
medical condition that demands 
my immediate attention.” 

Greg, like his father Donald, 
suffers from Hereditary Spastic 
Paraplegia (HSP), an inherited 
rare disease that is characterized 
by progressive weakness and 
stiffness of the legs, a sister 
disease to ALS. 

Last summer, he attended a 
conference in St. Louis of the 
Spastic Paraplegia Foundation, a 
national organization dedicated to 
research of HSP and Pulmonary 
Lateral Sclerosis. While at the 
conference, Greg met Dr. John 
Fink, a medical doctor who 


ONLY LOCALLY OWNED 
PROPANE COMPANY 

You don’t have to do business with a 
company from Maryland or Pennsylvania. 
Call us today, the only locally owned propane 
company 65 years old. We will furnish you a 
gas tank and lower gas price and a credit from 
$50 to $1,000 on new customer switching. 


Premium HD5 Propane 




KenTenn Propane Gas 

450 US 51 North 

Clinton, Kentucky 
(270) 6534143 




Hickman County Judge/Executive Greg Pruitt with Hickman Coun¬ 
ty Treasurer Carol Malugin at their joint retirement celebration on 
Thursday, Dec. 4. The cake, prepared by Greg’s aunt, Nancy Pruitt, 
says “Goodbye tension, hello pension. Relax and Enjoy!” 



Greg Pruitt chats with State Senator Stan Humphrey and State Rep¬ 
resentative Steven Rudy at the December 4 reception. 


is the medical advisor to the 
Spastic Paraplegia Foundation. 
Dr. Fink discovered that Greg 
was in position to retire and yet 
had not, Dr. Fink was furious. He 
told Greg to go home and retire 
as soon as possible, and spend 
a couple of hours each day in a 
gym. He would then be able to 
retain mobility much longer than 
if he were sitting behind a desk. 

In January Greg and his wife 
Norma were discussing the 
possibility of another term in 
office. 

“It’s only five more years, this 
year, and the four in the next 
term,” Greg said. 

“And in five years, you may 
not be able to walk,” Norma 
replied. 

Greg said that this statement 
was the tipping point. He realized 
had no choice but to retire and 
spend time in the gym. 

“Going to the gym and doing 
what I need to do is a four hour 
commitment every day,” he said. 
Greg had to go to the YMCA in 
Mayfield to access the equipment 
he needs for his exercises, and 
his regimen is two hours long. 
Getting there, getting the workout 
in, getting back, showered, and 
changed takes half a day, he 
explained. 

He didn’t know it then, but 
Greg first began seeing symptoms 
of HSP in 2001. He was on a trip 
to San Antonio and had bought a 
new pair of K-Swiss tennis shoes. 
He noticed that his left heel kept 
catching the ground sometimes 
when he would take a step. He 
blamed the shoes. 

Later on, Greg noticed when 
he would go to the track to run 
that his legs would feel very tired 
and heavy after just one lap. 

Even so, he continued to 
referee local basketball games 
through the 2006-2007 season. 
Before the 2007-08 season, 
Greg went to the gym where 
the Hickman County Falcons 
were practicing and attempted 
to move up and down the court. 
While he could still move okay, 
he had enough difficulty making 
cuts that he knew his days of 
officiating basketball were over. 

“When I first started having 
trouble, people would ask me 
‘what’s wrong,’ wondering if I’d 
been hurt,” he recalls. “I would 
say ‘I’ve got what Dad has,’ and 
everyone knew what that meant.” 

In February, Greg accepted a 
position on the national board 
of directors for the Spastic 
Paraplegia Foundation. He wants 
to do all he can to help with 
research to find ways to treat 


or cure HSP. The urgency is 
compounded by the hereditary 
nature of the disorder. Greg says 
that there are 11 people in his 
family that he believes have had 
HSP. 

Greg said that he is deeply 
thankful to God for all that He 
has allowed him to do, and has 


been deeply honored that the 
people of Hickman County have 
allowed him to serve the county 
in this capacity for the past 26 
years, and he looks forward 
to continuing to work hard in 
two areas he loves: economic 
development and Hickman 
County. 


Look at 
me now! 
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HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!!!! Arbor 
Place of Clinton is honored to have 
helped assist Mrs. Mary Nell Weather¬ 
ford back to her home --—just in time 
for the holidays!!!! Mrs. Weatherford 
came to Arbor Place after undergoing 
total knee replacement surgery, 
following a short stay at another 
facility. Once here, she diligently 
worked 6 days a week with Physical 
Therapy and 5 days each week for 
Occupational Therapy in order to 
regain her strength and mobility, 
increase safety awareness, and improve 
her gait pattern. With determination 
and the skills of our therapy team and 
nursing staff, she achieved her 
long-term goals in only 2 Vi weeks. 
What a remarkable rehab accomplish¬ 
ment!!! 

Mrs. Weatherford stated,"This place 
(Arbor Place) is perfect". "I could not 
have asked for anything more; the 
therapy was wonderful and everything 
was top notch". 

All of us at Arbor Place of Clinton 
wish you the best, Mrs. Mary Ruth and 
thank you for allowing us to be a part 


* This p/ade is pmrf&dt! X dou/d not 
have- as/(ed for anything more.') ’the 
therapy toas toondmrfu/ and everythnj 
toaS top notdh- 

-Mrs. Mary Me// if mat her ford 

of your life!!! Enjoy that recliner and your TV 
programs-—with wishes for a truly wonderful 
and blessed Holiday Season. 




Arbo r Place of Clinton 


106 Padgett Drive 
Clinton, KY 42031 


PH: 270.653.5558 
FX: 270.653.5522 
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Community News 


I Second Baptist Church News 

By Teresa Walton Pearson 


CHRISTMAS 

TIME 


Sister 

Annalita 

Lancaster 

Sister Annalita Lancaster, 91, 
an Ursuline Sister of Mount 
Saint Joseph, died Dec. 9, 2014, 
at Mount Saint Joseph, in her 
71st year of religious life. She 
was a native of Vine Grove. 

She was pastoral associate 
at St. Jude Parish in Clinton 
(1988-95). She also ministered 
elsewhere in the Diocese of 
Owensboro, the Archdiocese 
of Louisville and in Nebraska. 
She served eight years as 
major superior of the Ursuline 
community (1972-80). 

Survivors include her sister, 
Emma Florence Itschner of 
Owensboro; her brother Patrick 
Joshua Lancaster of Louisville; 
nieces and nephews and the 
members of her religious 
community. 

The funeral Mass was at 10:30 
a.m. Friday, Dec. 12, at Mount 
Saint Joseph. 

Glenn Funeral Home and 
Crematory, Owensboro, was in 
charge of arrangements. 

Gifts in memory of Sister 
Annalita may take the form of 
donations to the Ursuline Sisters 
of Mount Saint Joseph, 8001 
Cummings Road, Maple Mount, 
KY 42356. 


Dorothy 

Whitlock 

Dorothy Ann Schultz 
Whitlock, 71, of Clinton, Ky., 
died at 4:38 a.m. Thursday, Dec. 
11, 2014 at Jackson Purchase 
Medical Center in Mayfield. 

She was a homemaker and of 
the Catholic faith. 

Surviving are one daughter, 
Charlotte Watts of Clinton; six 
granddaughters, Natasha Fields 
of Fulton, Ky., Chastity Smith 
of Mayfield, Ky., Ashley Watts 
of Fulgham, Eron Whitlock of 
Water Valley, Ky., Jessica Earles 
of Tampa, Fla. and Bridgette 
Whitlock of Sedalia, Ky.; and 
10 great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Richard Whitlock; 
one son, Terry “Butch” 
Whitlock; and one brother. Her 
parents were John and Alice 
Rose Schultz. 

Memorial services will be at 
a later date. 

Brown Funeral Home 
in Clinton is in charge of 
arrangements. 



ONE WEEKEND LEFT 


The “sands of time” are 
about to fill the red kettles for 
another year. For the 19th 
season, friends and neighbors 
have volunteered to ring bells, 
and good folks have dropped 
in dollars and cents in usually- 
increasing numbers. Whether 
it is the general economy, or 
some other factor, contributions 
have been a bit slower this year. 
After getting off to a fast start, 
some confusion about schedules 
has caused a few hours without 
ringers, and a resultant drop in 
average giving. Checks may 
be mailed to Alma Blair, PO 
Box 281, Clinton KY 42031- 
0281, Attn (and made to) The 
Salvation Army . Such gifts are 


tax-exempt. 

As usual, 80% of what is 
received during this kettle drive 
remains in Hickman County, 
where it has been used to help 
over a hundred families annually. 
Replies to the mail appeal some 
have received are the reverse; 
80% of that money goes around 
the world for various ministries 
of The Salvation Army, and 
20% comes back to us here. The 
county service unit is grateful for 
each one who has volunteered, 
and each one who has given, 
in whatever way and whatever 
amount. The more you give for 
the unit to use, the more people 
can be helped. 


□HEAP CRISIS PROGRAM OPENS 


The crisis Component of the Home Energy Assistance Program 
will begin on January 13, 2015 and go through March 31, 2015, 
or until funds have been expended. This program is available to 
assist low-income families that are in a home-heating crisis within 
the eight counties of the Purchase Area (Ballard, Calloway, Carlisle, 
Fulton, Graves, Hickman, McCracken and Marshall). 

A household shall be considered to be in a home heating CRISIS 
situation when: 

1. ) The household is within four days of running out of fuel 
(propane, kerosene, or wood) is the heat source; or 

2. ) The household has received a past due/or disconnect 
notice on their natural gas or electric bill; or 

3. ) The household’s home heating costs are included 

as an undesignated portion of the rent, they must have an eviction 
notice due to non payment. 

Application for assistance can be made at the local West Kentucky 
Allied Services office in your county. To be eligible you must meet 
the 130% of the poverty income guidelines. 

APPLICANTS MUST BRING THE FOLLOWING WITH THEM 
AT TIME OF APPLICATION. 

1. ) Social Security cards for everyone in the household. 

2. ) Proof of all income for every member in the 

household. 

3. ) An eviction notice if heating costs are included as an 

undesignated portion of the rent. 

4. ) A disconnect/past due or termination notice if electric 

or natural gas is the heating source. 

5. ) Must provide a metered utility bill to prove household 

residency. 

6. ) Proof of the last propane delivery to aid in 

determining if a household will be without fuel 

within 4 days of application or a statement from propane 

dealer to that affect. 

This project funded, in part, under a contract with the Cabinet for Health 
and Family Services, Community Action of Kentucky, and funds from the 
Community Service Block Gant Act of the Department of Health and Human 
Services. ” 


December 14 

John Hill gave the Sunday 
School devotion from Jeremiah 
18: 6 - 10 He starting by talking 
about the “Reason for the 
Season”. He said commercialism 
and atheists would silence 
Christmas but we have to make a 
stand. John said if you are given 
a platform of any kind to use to 
spread the gospel then it is your 
responsibility to do so. 

Bro. Dustin’s message was 
from Matthew 2:1 - 12. “The 
Star of Bethlehem” vs 2 says 
“Where is he that is born King 
of the Jews? For we have seen 
his star in the east, and are come 
to worship him.” King Herod 
sought to destroy Him but the 
wise men were seeking to meet 
Him. They kept their eyes on the 
star that led them to Him. That 
is what we should be doing. 
Bro. Dustin said there is more 
to life than just being born to go 
to school or work and eat and 
sleep, there is Jesus. He is the 
answer to life’s problems, Jesus 
is the Reason for the Season but 
He is also for everyday of the 
year. 

Second Baptist will be 
going Christmas Caroling on 
Wednesday night Dec. 17. The 
Youth Christmas Party on Dec. 


18th 6 p.m - 8 p.m. Christmas 
Breakfast December 21st 9 
a.m., Children’s Christmas 
Play on Dec. 21st Watch Night 
Services on Dec. 31st Everyone 
is welcome. 

Please pray for: Teen Garrison, 
Dorothy Brady, Martha Grubbs, 
Jill Williams, Thomas Dublin, 
Jim Schooley, Alan Tankersley, 
Dorothy Hoskins, Cindy Tucker, 
Bud Martin, Anthony Poe, 
James Harper, Monte Clark, 
Arius Jackson, Jessie Lee Davis, 
Ovidean Liberty, Dorothy 
Rogers, Edna Roper, Billy 
Lamb, Rocky James, Megan 
Grubbs, Mike and Sherry Jones, 
Paul and Jackie Ballard, Emma 
Barkley, Josephine Shadwick, 
Helen Holmes, Josh Harpole, 
Austin Upshaw, Mildred 
Morrison, Eloise Harrison, 
James Gray, Our Troops and our 
Country. 

At Second Baptist we believe 
that “everybody is somebody 
and Jesus is everything.” 

Visitors are always welcome 
at Second Baptist Church. 
Sunday School starts at 10 a.m. 
Worship service is at 11a.m. 
Sunday night worship service 
is at 6 p.m. Wednesday night 7 
p.m. 

Pastor Bro. Dustin 
Cunningham. 


SENIOR CHATTER 

by Rhonda 


It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas here at the Hickman 
Co. Senior Center! That time of 
year to reminisce about our lives 
and families. Give gifts from the 
heart. Holidays are opportunities 
for friends and relatives to get 
together and celebrate life and 
the true meaning of Christmas. 

Our HCSC Board met on 
Thursday December 11. We are 
proud to say the” CENTER IS 
NOT CLOSING” & that we are 
looking forward to serving our 
seniors & community for many 
years to come! 

Our lives have become so 
hectic! Let HCSC “HELP’ we 
will prepare your holiday dessert 
for you! 

We are offering (Apple, 
Cherry, Coconut & Chocolate 
Pies) The cost is $10.00 per pie. 
Call and place your order today 
at 653-4314. Order deadline will 
be Wednesday, Dec. 17! You can 
pick your delicious pie up on, 
Monday Dec. 22, between the 
hours of 11 a.m. & 2p.m. 

Join us for our monthly fund 
raising event “Potato Day” 
Thursday December 18. Loaded 
baked potato with side salad or 
Grilled Chicken Salad! Sounds 
like a delicious lunch for carry 
out or dine in! We greatly 
appreciate the community 
support! 

Just stop by and take 
advantage of the exercise 
equipment or shoot a game of 
pool! Maybe just join us for a 
hot cup of coffee, even better 
stay for lunch and enjoy the 
fellowship! We have monthly 
on going activities! Center open 


Monday - Friday 8a.m.- 4:00 
p.m. E-Learing Center open 
daily for all ages! We welcome 
you with open arms! 

May peace , love and joy 
abound! 

*Menu* 

Tuessdav. Dec. 16 

Turkey tetrazzini, layered 
green salad, oat bran muffin, 
carmel apples , peanuts, skim 
milk 

Wednesday. Dec. 17 

Hamburger - wheat bun, 
relish plate, pork & beans, 
baked potato, margarine, sour 
cream,banana, skim milk 
Thursday. Dec. 18 
Italian baked chicken, pasta 
salad ,whole wheat roll, peas, 
peaches, skim milk 
Friday. Dec. 19 

Beef vegetable soup, egg salad 
sandwich, frozen fruit salad, 
raisins, peanuts, skim milk 
* Activities* 

Monday thru Friday 

10:30 Walking program 
Tuesday. Dec. 16 
10:00 Blood pressure clinic 
-Regina Elliott RN. Baptist 
Home Health 

12:00 Holiday Bingo Sponsor 
Perkins Pharmacy 
Wednesday, Dec. 17 
10:00 Rev. Eugene Mc.Donald- 
12:00 Christmas music by the 
“JAMMERS” 

Thursday. Dec. 18 
- “Potato Fund Raiser” 10:00 
Health Education, Jody Dallas 
RN, Regional Home Care 
Friday. Dec. 19 
10:00 Games of Christmas 
Ms. Vida McClure / Christmas 
Karaoke with Rhonda 


ffr w*- S*" •** 

The Hickman County Memorial Library and the Clinton Woman's W# 
Club could not survive without the generous community support ]*& 
we are always given. We are indebted to you in so many ways. 

^ The financial support from the City Council, Economic Develop- 
Lfe ment Board and the Fiscal Court is necessary to receiving any state ^ 
^ aid. We also appreciate your donations, purchasing our sale items ^ 
and volunteering countless hours. These are essential in keeping 
|4| our doors open. Thank you for all your support. 

^ Hickman County Memorial Library Board 
The Clinton Woman's Club 
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County Court k 
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Office will be open || 
December 20 and ^ 
Closed December ' 
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PO Box 200, Clinton KY 42031-0200 
USPS 243-160 
270-653-3381 

Established in 1843 as a merger of newspapers 

published in Hickman County. The first of 
which, Columbus Enterprise, was established at 
Columbus, KY., in 1843. The Hickman County 
Gazette (USPS 243-160) is published every 


Tuesday except the last week in December by 
Magic Valley Publishing Co, 308 S. Washington 
St., Clinton, KY 42031. Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Clinton, KY 42031-0200. 
POSTMASTER: Send address change to: The 
Hickman County Gazette, PO Box 200, Clinton, 
KY 42031-0200. 

Rates: Per Year 

$23 - Fulton, Hickman, Carlisle and Graves 
Counties. 

$32 - all others & out of state 
All inserts are supplements to The Hickman 
County Gazette. 
gazette3 3 2 2 @ be 11 sou th. net 


THE 

WILDERNESS 

VOICE 


Last week we talked about Christmas being a time for family. 
However, Christmas is primarily a time of salvation. “For unto you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savoir, which is Christ the Lord” 
(Luke 2:11). That is good news, the gospel. An angel announced 
the (euaggelos), the gospel. When we share the gospel we are doing 
angelic work. It was joyful news (vlO), and it 
was good news for “all people.” God is a God 
of great love and benevolence. The greatest gift 
that God gave was his only unique son and he 
gave him for all the world. 

God knew the world needed a Savior. Why? 
Because men are sinners against their Creator 
and God cannot overlook sin. Men must be 
punished or forgiven. God’s moral standard 
requires it. That forgiveness comes through 
Christ’s shed blood (IPet.l: 18,19). “You know 
you were not redeemed with corruptible things 
as silver and gold...but by the precious blood 
of Jesus.” Whosoever will believe and receive 
Christ’s sacrifice for sin will be saved. 

“A Savior is born” (vl 1). The word became flesh and dwelt among 
us. Jesus became as we are that we might become as He is. God’s 
plan is, and every true believer is, “predestined to be conformed 
to the image of his Son.” That is good news the angel brought. “A 
Savior is born.” Not a helper, not a partner, but a Savior. 

The Christian might ask, “Am I giving more of myself to Him and 
His service this Christmas? Am I growing in grace and knowledge 
of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ? In light of what Christ has done 
for me what am I doing for his glory this Christmas?” 



PASTOR 
TOM HOSKINS 


Beelerton Buzz 

By Tammy Byrd 


10 days until Christmas! 
It is beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas in Beelerton. 
Beautiful outside light displays 
at Sherman & Sheila Walker’s, 
Phil & Deborah Clifton’s, and 
Darrin & Carolyn Byrd’s, just 
to mention a few. 

Happy birthday wishes to 
Corey Polsgrove on the 15th, 
Bettty McAlister on the 16th, 
Wayne Elliott on the 17th, 
Marta Moon Coleman on the 
18th, Sadie Humphreys on the 
19th, Pauline Gunter on the 
20th, and to Margaret Lawrence 
on the 21st. Happy anniversary 
to Steve and Deborah Stephens 
Fly on the 18th and to Lonnie 
and Glenda McClure on the 
20th. I hope you all have a 
wonderful day! 

Congratulations to Josh 
Bennett, grandson of David 
& Pat Collins, who recently 
graduated from college 
majoring in finance. He is the 
son of Jeff & Tracy Collins 
Bennett. 

The Tri County Homemakers 
recently attended the Play 
House in the Park at Murray, 
Ky. About 18 in attendance 
enjoyed seeing two Christmas 
plays and a meal afterwards at 
the Sirlon Stockade. This was 
their yearly Christmas outing. 

Kelsey Lawrence is spending 
a week(Christmas break) with 
her grandparents, Wayne & 
Linda Lawrence. 

Sarah & I along with Janice 
Del Valle and daughters, Sarah 
& Lindsey and a friend of 
Sarah’s attended the Market 
House Theater in Paducah to see 
“A Charlie Brown Christmas”. 
It was so cute and really put 
you in the Christmas spirit! 


The Wesley church had a good 
Christmas program on Sunday 
evening. Mt. Zion dismissed 
Sunday evening services so 
that they could attend and 
support Wesley church. Special 
music included soloist Sandra 
Vaughan and Amanda Batts 
(Chad). I heard that Amanda’s 
parents from IL surprised her 
with attendance. Don’t forget 
this coming Sunday evening, 
Dec. 21, will be the candlelight 
service at Mt. Zion at 6 p.m. 
Everyone is invited to attend. 

I would like to share this 
verse found on a Christmas 
card that I received a few years 
ago. If our greatest need had 
been information, God would 
have sent us an educator. If 
our greatest need had been 
technology, God would have 
sent us a scientist. If our 
greatest need had been money, 
God would have sent us an 
economist. If our greatest need 
had been pleasure, God would 
have sent us an entertainer. 
But our greatest need was 
forgiveness, so God sent us a 
Saviour. This Christmas may 
we see and know anew how 
great His love is toward us. 

Our prayer concerns include 
Pat Collins, Sherman Walker, 
Roger Douglas, Becky Ring, 
Jane Pillow, our nation and 
leaders, nursing home residents, 
the shut-ins, military men and 
women, and those who have 
lost loved ones recently. Our 
Christian sympathy to the James 
Harris family and to the Sissy 
Gossum family (Dina Guhy’s 
grandmother). May God bless 
and comfort you during this 
time of sorrow. 

Have a blessed week! 



and a Prosperous New Year 


We will be closed for 
Christmas on Pec. 25 and 26 
and Jan. 1 for New Year’s 


From , 

Greg Griddom, Debbie Weatherford\ Rex 
Coffey, Kendall Byaddee, Ward Morgan, 
Julie Grogan, Tina Slayden, Patti Mullind, 
Jackie Curlin, Jimmy Allen, Trad id Bay ko, 
Bob Nerren, Jeremy Swift, Adam Cary, 
Jodh Wedt, Randy Moore, and Chrid Fuller 


Hickman-Fulton Counties RECC 

A Touchstone Energy® Cooperative 

1702 Moscow Ave. • Hickman, KY 
1-800-633-1391 


We wish everyone a very 
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6008 St. Rt. 58 E., Clinton, KY 42031 
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Major & Major 

Attorneys-At-Law 

203 Moulton Street 
Hickman, KY 42050 




Richard L. Major Jr. 
Amanda A* Major 


This is an advertisement 


1630 E. Reelfoot Ave. 
TfnmtCil 


Union City, TN 38261 
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We are a skilled nursing facility capable of providing in house physical 
therapy, occupational therapy, and speech therapy to meet the needs 
of both short term as well as long term patients.Our facilty has many new 
renovations and we would like to invite you to stop by and take a tour. 

Call (731)885-8095 for more information. (Volunteers welcome) 
If you are interested in a career in the medical field, apply with us. 


Strong 

Home Chapel 

903 Broadway • Hickman, KY 
Phone 270-236-2820 
Obituary Line 270-236-1 111 



igtizens Bank 

In Hickman & Fulton 


1522 Union City Hwy. 
Hickman, KY 
270-236-2525 


201 Nolan Ave. 

Fulton, KY 
270-472-2626 


www.citizenshickman.com 
www.citizensfulton.com 

Member 

Member FDIC • Equal Housing Lender fcrisi 


This Space Available Contact 

tlje iMchnan County 6a$etfe 


at 270-653-3381 
or 





270-236-3412 



Service Center 

270 - 236-2531 


til 


LENDER 



Union City Hwy. 
Hickman, KY 
Phone 270-236-3553 



The Christmas Truce 

by David G. Stratman 

It was December 25, 1914, only 5 months into World War I, German, British, and 
French soldiers, already sick and tired of the senseless killing, disobeyed their supe¬ 
riors and fraternized with “the enemy” along two-thirds of the Western Front (a crime 
punishable by death in times of war). German troops held Christmas trees up out of the 
trenches with signs, “Merry Christmas.” 

“You no shoot, we no shoot.” Thousands of troops streamed across a no-man’s land 
strewn with rotting corpses. They sang Christmas carols, exchanged photographs of 
loved ones back home, shared rations, played football, even roasted some pigs. Sol¬ 
diers embraced men they had been trying to kill a few short hours before. They agreed 
to warn each other if the top brass forced them to fire their weapons, and to aim 
high. 

A shudder ran through the high command on either side. Here was disaster in the 
making: soldiers declaring their brotherhood with each other and refusing to fight. 
Generals on both sides declared this spontaneous peacemaking to be treasonous and 
subject to court martial. By March 1915 the fraternization movement had been eradi¬ 
cated and the killing machine put back in full operation. By the time of the armistice in 
1918, fifteen million would be slaughtered. 

Not many people have heard the story of the Christmas Truce. On Christmas Day, 
1988, a story in the Boston Globe mentioned that a local FM radio host played “Christ¬ 
mas in the Trenches,” a ballad about the Christmas Truce, several times and was star¬ 
tled by the effect. The song became the most requested recording during the holidays 
in Boston on several FM stations. “Even more startling than the number of requests I 
get is the reaction to the ballad afterward by callers who hadn’t heard it before,” said 
the radio host. “They telephone me deeply moved, sometimes in tears, asking, ‘What 
did I just hear?’ “ 

You can probably guess why the callers were in tears. The Christmas Truce story 
goes against most of what we have been taught about people. It gives us a glimpse of 
the world as we wish it could be and says, “This really happened once.” It reminds us 
of those thoughts we keep hidden away, out of range of the TV and newspaper stories 
that tell us how trivial and mean human life is. It is like hearing that our deepest wishes 
really are true: the world really could be different. 


Fulton and Hickman Counties Church Page 

This church directory is made possible by these businesses , who encourage all of us to attend worship services. 


Collision Clinic 

224 N Washington 
Clinton, KY 42041 
270 - 653-6865 


James H Stepp 


owner 
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BUDDY'S WRECKER SERVICE 



MCB 

FIRST COMMUNITY BANK 

Visit us at www.fcbwky.com 


ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

ARLINGTON ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

Hwy 51, Arlington, Ky. 

ASSEMBLY OF GOD 

286 US Hwy. 51 N„ Clinton, KY, 270-653-4432 

NEW LIFE FAMILY WORSHIP CENTER 

300 Rice Ave., Fulton, KY, 270-472-2726 

BAPTIST 

BEULAH BAPTIST 

Hwy. 307 N„ Beulah, KY 

CAYCE BAPTIST 

State Route 94 W, Cayce, KY 

CLINTON PRIMITIVE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Circle Road, Clinton, KY 

COLUMBUS BAPTIST 

Columbus, KY 

CRUTCHFIELD BAPTIST 

State Route 924, Crutchfield, KY 

DAVID’S CHAPEL 

State Route 925, Hickman, KY 

EAST HICKMAN BAPTIST 

1522 Liberty St., Hickman, KY, 270-236-2300 

FIRST BAPTIST 

205 E. Moulton St., Hickman, KY, 270-236-2424 

FIRST BAPTIST 

320 Mayfield Rd., Clinton, KY, 270-653-4304 

GREEN VALLEY BAPTIST 

406 Blair St., Clinton, KY, 270-653-4645 

JOHNSON CHAPEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 

Holly St., Hickman, KY, 270-236-2434 

LAKE CHAPEL MISSIONARY BAPTIST 

1318 S. 7th St., Hickman, KY, 270-236-4569 

LIBERTY BAPTIST 

Middle Road., Fulton, KY 

MIDWAY BAPTIST 

1273 Midway Rd., Hickman, KY, 270-236-2838 

MOSCOW BAPTIST 

95 Wiley Rd., Moscow, KY 

MT. CARMEL BAPTIST CHURCH 

6914 State Route 94 E, Fulton, KY, 270-472-0965 

MT. GILEAD BAPTIST CHURCH 

Columbus, KY 

MT. MORIAH BAPTIST CHURCH 

Hwy. 58, Clinton, KY 

MT. SINAI BAPTIST 

5954 State Route 123 W„ Oakton, KY, 270-653-3488 

NEW BETHEL BAPTIST 

Hwy. 307 S„ Clinton, KY 

NEW BRYANT’S CHAPEL FREEWILL BAPTIST 

Hickman, KY 

NEW HARMONY BAPTIST 

73 Brent Rd.,Clinton, KY, 270-653-2232 

NEW HOPE BAPTIST 

Hwy. 1529 E, Clinton, KY 

OAKTON BAPTIST 

Oakton, KY 

OBION BAPTIST CHURCH 

Clinton, KY 

PLEASANT HILL MB 

903 Moscow Ave., Hickman, KY, 270-236-9233 

PLEASANT VALLEY MISSIONARY BAPTIST 

Clinton, KY 

POPLAR GROVE 

Union City Hwy., Hickman, KY 

SASSAFRAS RIDGE BAPTIST 

1216 State Route 653, Hickman, KY, 270-236-2865 


SECOND BAPTIST 

1563 US Hwy 51 S, Clinton, KY 

SPRING HILL BAPTIST 

RR2, Clinton, KY, 270-376-2144 

WEST HICKMAN BAPTIST 

1003 Broadway St., Hickman, KY, 270-236-2342 

CATHOLIC 

SACRED HEART 

411 E. Moulton St., Hickman, KY, 270-236-2071 

ST. DENIS CATHOLIC 

Route 1748, Fancy Farm, KY 

ST. EDWARDS CATHOLIC 

504 Eddings St., Fulton, KY 
ST. JUDE CATHOLIC 

308 Mayfield Rd., Clinton, KY, 270-653-6869 

CHRISTIAN 

FIRST CHRISTIAN 

Buchanan St., Hickman, KY 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 

North Washington, Clinton, KY 

CHURCH OF GOD 

FIRST CHURCH OF GOD 

W Main St., Hickman, KY 

GREATER MOUNT ZION CHURCH OF GOD IN CHRIST 

Hickman, KY 

EPISCOPAL 

ST. PAUL EPISCOPAL 

611 Church St., Hickman, KY, 270-236-2449 

METHODIST 

BEECH GROVE UNITED METHODIST 

2583 State Route 925, Hickman, KY 

CAYCE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

195 State Route 94 W, Cayce, KY, 270-838-6882 

CRUTCHFIELD UNITED METHODIST 

Depot St., Crutchfield, KY 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

210 S. Washington St., Clinton, KY, 270-653-3241 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

200 Carr St., Fulton, KY, 270-472-3514 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST 

105 Wellington, Hickman, KY, 270-236-2305 

MOORE’S CHAPEL AME METHODIST 

202 S. Jefferson St., Clinton, KY, 270-653-3888 

MT. PLEASANT UNITED METHODIST 

1738 State Route 1708 E„ Clinton, KY, 270-653-2128 

OAKWOOD UNITED METHODIST 

Corner of 239 & 123, Clinton, KY 

RUSH CREEK UNITED METHODIST 

Rush Creek Road, Hickman, KY 

SHILOH UNITED METHODIST 

Shiloh Church Rd., off Hwy. 288, Clinton, KY 
THOMAS CHAPEL CME METHODIST 
1207 S. 7th St., Hickman, KY, 270-236-9538 
WESLEY UNITED METHODIST 

Hwy. 1529, Fulton, KY 

OTHER 

CHURCH OF CHRIST HOLINESS 1406 Nelson St., Hickman, KY 

HOPE COMMUNITY CHURCH 206 James H. Phillips Dr., Clinton, KY 

JACKSON’S CHAPEL 51 Jackson Rd., Clinton, KY, 270-653-2299 

WALLS OF PRAISE Hwy. 58 E, Clinton, KY 

MT. ZION PRESBYTERIAN Hwy. 1529, Water Valley, KY 

THE MEETING ROOM Columbus “Y”, Columbus, KY 

TURNING POINT MINISTRY 1120 Moscow Ave., Hickman, KY, 270-627-1980 


Mobile Banking 

L=J Member Mo Bank. 

fdic Mo Belter! 


EQUAL HOUSING 
LENDER 


Tri-County Equipment, INC. 


Sales, Parts, and Service 

1237 US Hwy 51 S KINZE - AGCO - KMC 

Clinton, KY 42031 ANTONIO CARRARO 

LEWIS BROS. - 
HESSTON ■ DIXON 


Phone: 270-653-2381 
270-653-6222 


AH 


ICKMAN 

FAMILY CLINIC 


Daisy Benigno, MD 
Allie Alexander-Lusk, APRN 
2003 S 7th St. • Hickman, KY • 270-236-3202 



Andy Freeman, MD • Kristy Cole > APRN 

351 Moss Drive • Clinton, KY 42031 • 270-653-6277 



* 


Arbo r Place of Clinton 


Committed to Compassion 
Striving for Excellence 
Serving Responsible 


Trella Wilson, Administrator 
Phone 270-653-5558 | Fax 270-653-5522 
www.arborplaceofclinton.com 
www.diversicaremanagement.com 



Hwy. 58 • Wingo, KY 
270-376-5565 

Building Materials For All Your 
Farm & Home Needs 

OPEN SATURDAY MORNING UNTIL NOON 


750 State Route 123 W 
Clinton, KY 42031 


Ronnie lane Heating $- Air 

Rheem - Rudd - American Standard 
and more 

Service all brands 

Phone 270-236-2284 or Cell 270-627-1190 


License #M04713 

Insured and Licensed 



WWS MEMORIAL 


Nursing & Rehabilitation Center 


1004 Holiday Ln. 270 - 472-1971 Fulton, KY 42041 


%/ns Phatfl*^ 





119 E. Clay St. 
Clinton, KY 
270 - 653-5361 



I SGLGROUP 


This Space Available Contact 

tlje Mman County 6a$ette 


at 270-653-3381 
or 




Locally Owned. 
Locally Produced. 

Turner Dairy is part of 

Prairie Farms Dairy! 




Hickman, KY 


270-236-3412 



219 East Fourth Street 
Fulton, KY 
270-472-2313 




,IMC. 


An Alliance with Hopkinsville Elevator Co. CO OP 


Fertilizer, Seed, Chemicals 
Custom Applications 

245 Gin Rd. • Clinton, KY 

270 - 653-2731 



HICKMAN, KY 




Riverfront 
Limestone LLC. 

HICKMAN, KY • PHONE 270 236 3774 


Janice Pigg 

Store Manager 

2107 South 7th St. ^ 

Hickman, KY 42050 fl 

Phone: (270) 236-9996 | 


-bu mper 

BUMPER 

- Auto Parts Specialists 

m * 75T ~ - 


A A A 


hfckman@bmuto.com s 
wm.bumpertobumper.com |pHl 



‘Wi7 

ServicelsJbeDifference.,.JWe£eUt!. 



.IF | A 

i A ai A ai A A ai A ai 

29 IS Highway 51S 
Clinton, KY 42031 
A| y 270-653-4346 ^ 
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RS Pension Update: New Limits for 2015 

By Jason Alderman 


Is it ever too late to plan 
for retirement? No, as long as 
you’re willing to be thrifty and 
extend your working years and 
be mindful of your individual 
and employer-based retirement 
savings options. Building 
a successful, comfortable 
retirement depends on a variety 
of individual factors, including 
where you live, how long you 
plan to work, your health and 
your other investments and 
assets. 

The IRS recently announced 
an update for your options, 
including cost-of-living 

adjustments that will give many 
taxpayers the advantage of 
putting more away during 2015. 
Here’s a summary: 

• Regular contribution 
limits for 401(k), 403(b), most 
457 plans, and the federal 
employee Thrift Savings Plan. 
Increased from $17,500 (for 
tax year 2014) to $18,000 (for 
tax year 2015). The catch-up 
contribution limit for employees 
aged 50 in these plans is 
increased from $5,500 to $6,000. 
Contribution deadline: Dec. 31. 

• Annual contribution 
limits, Individual Retirement 
Accounts (IRA). For both 
traditional and Roth IRAs, the 
annual contribution limit is 
not subject to a cost-of-living 
adjustment and remains at 
$5,500. The over-50 catch¬ 
up contribution amount is 


$1,000. There are particular 
restrictions (http://www.irs. 
gov/publications/p590/index. 
html) based on income levels, 
workplace retirement plan 
coverage among other issues. 
Contribution deadline: April 15. 

• Higher 2015 income 
phase-out levels for traditional 
IRA contributions. For singles 
covered by a workplace 
retirement plan, the 2015 cutoff 
is now increased to a modified 
adjusted gross income (AGI) 
between $61,000 and $71,000. 
The IRS website details other 
significant increases and updates 
in phase-out levels for married 
couples and singles. 

• Higher 2015 income 
phase-out levels for Roth IRA 
contributions. The IRS website 
also updates higher phase-out 
levels for married and single 
taxpayers on its website. For 
married couples filing jointly, 
the 2015 level is now $183,000 
to $193,000. 

Here’s what you can do if 
you’re in your 50s and you 
haven’t yet saved much for 
retirement: 

• Get qualified financial 
advice. Organizations such as 
the Association for Financial 
Counseling Planning and 
Education (http://members. 
afcpe.org/search), Certified 
Financial Planner Board of 
Standards list qualified financial 
advisors, and your state 


CPA society can suggest tax 
professionals in your area. 

• Budget and downsize. 
Want to retire? Start living 
like a retiree while you’re still 
working. Most experts believe 
late starters (50 and over) need 
to put away at least 10 percent 
of gross income to start making 
headway. Create a realistic 
budget, trim debt and consider 
cheaper housing, transportation 
and lifestyle options. 

• Take advantage of 
“catch-up” contribution limits. 
Retirement savers over the age 
of 50 have the option to put more 
away not only in traditional 
and Roth IRAs but also 401(k) 
plans - not including SIMPLE 
401(k)s, 403(b) plans, SARSEP 
and 457(b) plans (see Annual 
contribution limits, IRAs 
above). 

• Keep working... 
strategically. If you’re lucky, 
you love your work or are in a 
position to change careers to one 
with better retirement savings 
options. If so, consult an expert 
on ways to keep earning and 
investing effectively. 

Bottomline: The government’s 
cost-of-living adjustments will 
allow you to save more for 
retirement in 2015, but don’t 
wait until then to evaluate your 
goals to set - or reset - your 
retirement planning going 
forward. 


Area Announcements 


The Mission House distributes 
CSFP (Cheese) Commodities 
monthly to Hickman County 
residents who are 60 years or 
over, meet the income guide¬ 
lines, and are pre-registered. 
Pick up dates are Thursday & 
Friday after the third Tuesday 
of each month. 

Every Monday: 

• AA meets at 8 p.m. at First 
United Methodist Church in 
Clinton. 

First Monday: 

• Masonic Lodge 131 F&AM 
meets the first Monday night of 
the month at 7:30 p.m. 

Second Monday: 

• Library Board meets the sec¬ 
ond Monday at the library at 4. 

• The Hickman Co. Arts 

Council will meets the fourth 
Monday of each month at 4 


p.m. at the Young Center. The 
public is invited to attend. 
www.hickmancoarts.com. 
Every Wednesday: 

• 7 a.m.- Community Prayer 
Service at First United Meth¬ 
odist Church. 

Every Wednesday and 

Saturday: . 

• The Hickman Co. Museum 

is open every Wednesday from 
1-4 p.m.. 

• Hickman Co. Memorial 

Library Open Tuesday through 
Friday from 2-5 p.m. and Satur¬ 
day, 9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

• Hickman Co. Board of Edu¬ 

cation normally meets the third 
Thursday of every month 

• Clinton City Council meets 
first Monday of the month at 6 
p.m. at Clinton City Hall and 
Columbus City Council 


meets at 6 p.m., the first Mon¬ 
day of the month at Columbus 
City Hall. 

• The Mission House is 

open Mondays, Thursdays, Fri¬ 
days and first Saturday of the 
month. 

• The Hickman Co. Histori¬ 
cal and Genealogical Society 
Center is open Wednesday & 
Saturdays from 1-4 p.m. For 
appointment, call LaDonna 
Latham at 653-4190 or Norma 
Gene Humphreys at 653-6208 

• The Willingham Center. 
Carr Street in Fulton, will now 
be open Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays from 12-3 p.m. 
for junior high and high school 
agee children. Cost will be $3. 
per afternoon 

• Hickman County Fiscal 
Court will meet Monday, Jan. 



Classifieds 


FOR RENT 


SERVICES 


ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE FOR 
AREA VETERANS 


Clinton Hills Apartments 

now has available 1, 2, and 
3 bedroom units. Rent based 
on income. Mon. & Thurs. 
9 p.m. -12 noon. Call (270) 
653-6218 TDD#711. 

Equal Housing Opportunity 


Clinton Apartments now has 

available 1 and 2 bedroom 
units Rent based on income. 
Mon. & Thurs. 1-5. Call (270) 
653-4593 TDD#711 
Equal Housing Opportunity. 


RAY'S BACKHOE SER¬ 
VICE - SEPTIC SYSTEMS 
INSTALLED CERTIFIED IN¬ 
STALLER ALSO BACKHOE 
WORK GRAVEL & DIRT 
HAULING AND DRIVEWAY 
WORK FREE ESTIMATES 
677-4641 OR 254-0401 


Adams Heating and A/C 

services all brands; phones 
answered 24 hours. Call 
Gary Adams or Vince Oak¬ 
ley at 270-694-6008 or 
270-247-7530 for all of your 
heating and air needs. 
License #M02951. 


Veterans and their families will be provided counseling and 
assistance in filing claims for state and federal benefits. This is a free 
service provided by the state of Kentucky. For more information 
please contact Ron McClure, Regional Field Representative, 
Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs (KDVA) at (270) 247- 
2455 ext. 73905, or email ronald.mcclure@ky.gov. 

Schedule for week of Decvember 15 - 19. 2014. 
Monday. Dec. 15 . -NOT AVAILABLE 
Tuesday. Dec. 16 . - 9:00 - 2:30, Mayfield, VA Clinic, 1253 Paris 
Rd, By Appointment, walk-ins will be scheduled an appointment. 
Visit the Clinic, email ronald.mcclure@ky.gov or phone 270-247- 
2455 extension 73905 to schedule an appointment. 

Wednesday. Dec. 17 - 9:00 n 2:30, Mayfield, VA Clinic, 1253 Paris 
Rd, By Appointment, walk-ins will be scheduled an appointment. 
Visit the Clinic, email ronald.mcclure@ky.gov or phone 270-247- 
2455 extension 73905 to schedule an appointment. 

Thursday. Dec. 18 . - 9:00 n 2:30, Mayfield, VA Clinic, 1253 Paris 
Rd, By Appointment, walk-ins will be scheduled an appointment. 
Visit the Clinic, email ronald.mcclure@ky.gov or phone 270-247- 
2455 extension 73905 to schedule an appointment. 

Friday. Dec. 19 - N O T AVAILABLE 


Office space for rent In the 

Yates Building, Utilities fur¬ 
nished. Call 270-653-4236 
or 270-254-0548. 


House for rent- 519 Bailey 
Street in Clinton. $400 per 
month. Call 270-627-0020 


Houses for rent in Clinton- 

2 bedroom house, 319 East 
Jackson, includes applianc¬ 
es. $400 month + deposit. 

4 bedroom house, 607 An¬ 
gular St, includes applianc¬ 
es. $400 month + deposit. 
No pet allowed. Contact Lisa 
270-210-0440. 


NOTICE 


FINAL SETTLEMENT 
OF LINDY HENLEY 
ADMINISTRATOR OF THE 
JAMES EUGENE HENLEY 
ESTATE HAS BEEN FILED 
IN THE HICKMAN COUNTY 
DISTRICTCOURTFORFINAL 
HEARING ON JANUARY 5, 
2015. IF NO EXCEPTIONS 
ARE FILED THE AFORESAID 
WILL BE CONFIRMED AND 
RECORDED. 

ON THIS DATE 
12/5/14 

CINDAYATES 

HICKMAN COUNTY 

CIRCUIT COURT CLERK 



CASTLEMAN TIRE 
& REPAIR, INC. 

1880 State Rt. 121 So., Mayfield • 247-5866 
Monday - Friday • 7:00 AM - 5:00 PM 


TIRES 


Michelin • Goodyear * Firestone • Kumho 
“Serving the area since 1956” 


GREAT SERVICE 


Alignment 
Brakes 
• Shocks 


Struts 


Transmission Flush 
■ Coolant Flush 

• Nitrogen 


Oil. Lube & filter 


www.castlemantire.com 



1102 Paris Road, Mayfield, KY 


24 Hour Show Info 270-251-3583 


www.princessofmayfield.com 

Bargain Matinees - All seats $5.50 
All shows that start before 6:00 p.m 


FBI.. DEC. 19-SUN., JflN. 3 


Exodus: Gods and Kings PG-13 

Fri., 7:00 (Ends Wednesday Dec. 24); 
Sat. thru Wed. (Christmas Eve) 2:00, 
7:00 


Night at tlio Museum Secret 
ofthgTomb PG 

Fri., 7:00; Daily Sat. Dec. 20 - Sun., 
Jan. 3,1:30,4:00, 7:00 


Starting Christmas Day 

The Hobbit: The Battle of 
The Five Armies PG-13 

Daily starting Christmas Day - Sun., 
Jan. 3,12:30,3:30,7:00 



Hwy. 58, Wingo, Ky. 
376-5565 

Building Materials For All 
Your Farm & Home 
Needs 


PPBPPI 



l/entuckij 
her nenn* 


Winning quality since 1940 

New Crop Wild Seedling 

PECANS 

* Finest quality shelled wild seedling 
pecan halves & pieces 

* Roasted & Salted “Munchin ” Pecans 

* Chocolate, cinnamon & praline 
coated pecan halves 

* Deluxe mixed nuts, whole cashews & 
almonds 

* Beautiful custom baskets & decorative 
gift tins 

* Custom cracking of in-shell pecans 

* We ship anywhere! 



KENTUCKY NUT 
CORPORATION 

606 Moscow Ave, P.O. Box 229 
Hickman, Kentucky 42050 
Phone/Fax: 270-236-2662 
E-mail: kynut@bellsouth.net 
www.kykernelpecans.com 

Please call for availability of 
In-shell pecans 



Get the 

Hickman County Gazette 
Fulton Leader 
Hickman Courier 
and 

Carlisle Weekly 

at the H.C. Gazette office 


Court Sale 

Pursuant to a JUDGMENT AND ORDER OF SALE in Civil Action No. 
14-CI-00009, dated August 21, 2014, styled CLINTON BANK, 
PLAINTIFF vs. CLAUDETTA ALEXANDER A/K/A CLAUDETTE 
ALESANDER;TIMOTHY ALEXANDER; KELLIE ALEXANDER; CITY OF 
CLINTON, KENTUCKY; CAPITAL ONE BANK (USA), NA; LVNV FUND¬ 
ING, LLC; MAIN STREET ACQUISITION CORP.; and COMMON¬ 
WEALTH OF KENTUCKY, COUNTY OF HICKMAN, DEFENDANTS, I 
will on MONDAY the 29th day of DECEMBER 2014, at the hour of 
10:00 a.m. at the north door of the Hickman County Courthouse 
in Clinton, Kentucky, sell to the highest and best bidder the 
following described real estate located at 209 S. College Street, 
Clinton, Kentucky, to wit: 

Consisting of a part of Lot No. 18 in Robinson's Addition to the 
town of Clinton, Kentucky, BEGINNING at a point on the east side 
of College Street about four and one-half feet southward from 
the south border of a 16 Vi foot alley (long since fallen into dis¬ 
use); thence N.80 % degrees E. 150 feet; thence S. 12 Vi degrees W. 
78 feet; thence S. 84 degrees W. 150 feet to the east border of 
College; thence N. 12 Vi degrees E. with the east board of the said 
street 68 feet to the beginning. 

Being the same property conveyed from Claudetta Alexander to 
Claudetta Alexander,Timothy L. Alexander, and Kellie M. Alexan¬ 
der by deed dated June 13,2008, and recorded June 16,2008, in 
Deed Book 118, Page 274, in the Hickman County Clerk's Office. 

This property shall be sold to the highest and best bidder and the 
sale shall be for cash or in the alternative, the Master will take 
from the purchaser ten percent (10%) of the purchase price, in 
cash together with bonds (for the remainder of the purchase 
price) with good and sufficient surety, bearing interest from the 
day of the sale and payable to the Master Commissioner within 
30 days of the date of the sale.The real estate described cannot 
be divided without materially impairing the value; therefore the 
real estate shall be sold as a whole. 

The purchaser shall be required to assume and pay all taxes 
assessed against the property for the tax year 2014 and all subse¬ 
quent years. 

This sale is to collect a default judgment against the subject prop¬ 
erty and against the Defendants in the sum of $16,249.78, with 
accrued interest of $1,158.36, and with interest thereon at the 
rate of $3.5171 per day from August 5,2014 until paid. 


Amanda A. Major 
Special Commissioner 
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The 1973 Falcon roster included Isaac Childress, Wallace Grundy, Paul Rushing, Derrick Fitts, Ray Allen, James Jordan, Joe Spraggs, 
Sidney Spate, Ricky O’Mar, Chuck Amos, David Rodgers, and Ricky Weatherspoon. The Falcons wre coached by Dale Ray and Randy 
Pruitt. This photo was scanned from the official program for the 56th Kentucky State High School Basketball Tournament. 


Historic ‘73 team to be 
honored at Homecoming 


The Hickman County High 
School basketball team of 1973 
will be honored at this year’s 
homecoming basketball game 
on January 9. 

This will be a busy night 
at the Hickman County High 
School gym, with the 1973 team 
being honored at halftime of the 
boys’ game, and homecoming 
festivities in between the boys’ 
and girls’ games. There will 
also be a reception after the 
ceremony for those who would 
like to meet and speak with 
members of the historic team. 

The 1973 Falcons were 
the only team from Hickman 
County to play at Freedom 
Hall in Louisville, where the 
KHSAA state tournament was 
then hosted. 

The team went 25-7 on its 
way to the state semi-finals, 
and actually lost the District 
1 championship game to 
Carlisle County before beating 
them by four points in Racer 
Arena to claim the Region 1 
Championship. 

The Falcons then went on 
to the state tournament in 
Louisville, where they won 
their first game against Clay 
County by fighting through two 
overtimes after being behind by 


17 points earlier in the game. At 
the end of the second overtime 
with the score tied at 59, Ricky 
Weatherspoon was fouled and 
hit both free throws to win the 
game 61-59. Weatherspoon 
ended the game with 16 points. 
Issac Childress led the Falcons 
in scoring with 25 points. 

The Falcons went on to play 
Louisville’s Male High in the 
Final Four. Male had a front 
line of 6’8”, 6’7”, and 6’6”, 
while Hickman County’s tallest 
player, Paul Rushing, was 6’3”. 

Hickman County led Male 
for three-and-a-half quarters. 
Isaac Childress went down in 
the third quarter with a knee 
injury, and Male surged ahead 
to win the game at the end. 

Weatherspoon was the 
first ever recipient of the Ted 
Sanford Award, which has been 
given out every year at the state 
tournament since 1973. 

The full roster included Isaac 
Childress, Wallace Grundy, 
Paul Rushing, Derrick Fitts, 
Ray Allen, James Jordan, 
Joe Spraggs, Sidney Spate, 
Ricky O’Mar, Chuck Amos, 
David Rodgers, and Ricky 
Weatherspoon. The Falcons 
wre coached by Dale Ray and 
Randy Pruitt. 



Hickman County’s Sidney Spate, 43, is shown in this photo during 
the Falcons’ 61-59 win over Clay County in the 1973 state tourna¬ 
ment. Photo scanned from the March 16, 1973 issue of the Paducah 
Sun-Democrat . 


Enter Underdogs- Exit Superstars 

The story of Hickman County’s 1973 state tournament run 


(Part 1) 

By Philip Jewell 

The following was written by 
Philip Jewell and appeared in the 
March 22, 1973 edition of The 
Hickman County Gazette. The 
former basketball players and 
cheerleaders of the HCHS team of 
1973, and others involved during 
this special time are encouraged 
to be part of a special recognition 
at HCHS Homecoming on Jan. 
9, 2015. This is the night of the 
Homecoming game. 

In 151 years of this county’s 
existence, there have been very 
few more thrilling days than 
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of 
last week. Nearly everyone in the 
county watched in person or on 
television as the Hickman County 
Falcons turned a great season into 
a brilliant one as they advanced 
all the way to the semi-finals of 
the state basketball tournament. 

Considered as underdogs from 
the beginning, the Falcons won 
the hearts of basketball fans all 
over the state as they upset two 
favored teams, Clay County and 
Maysville and came within a hair 
of stopping powerful Male High 
of Louisville. The Falcons put on 
a tremendous display of precise, 
disciplined, and patient basketball 
at Freedom Hall last week, and 
as a result became the favorite 
of the fans and the press. Their 
great effort has also succeeded in 
putting Hickman County on the 
map. 

Even some of the Falcons’ 
most loyal fans were pessimistic 
about Hickman County’s chance 
against the “big boys” in the 
state tournament. But the Falcons 
were confident of their abilities 
and before Hickman County was 
through, they had proved that 
they were, without a doubt, first- 
class state tournament material. 

The hard struggle to glory 
began with the first game of 
the Thursday afternoon session 


which saw the Falcons meet the 
12 th Regional representative, Clay 
County. Clay County was a slight 
pre-game favorite as the Tigers 
owned the State’s winningest 
record of 33-3 which included a 
victory over Louisville Shawnee, 
the eventual state champion. 

When the game began, it was 
obvious, but understandable, that 
the Falcons were tight and maybe 
just plain scared. Clay County put 
in four straight baskets to take an 
8-0 lead before Coach Dale Ray 
called a time-out with 5:09 to go. 
The coach settled them down, 
and they came back to score three 
baskets in a row to narrow the gap 
to 8-6. Then Clay County’s coach 
called a time-out with 3:09 left to 
settle his players down, and they 
promptly scored three straight 
buckets and got another on a 
Childress goal-tend, giving them 
a 16-6 lead with 1:56 remaining 
in the first quarter. Hickman 
County and Clay swapped baskets 
for the rest of the quarter before 
Childress scored on put-back just 
as the hom sounded, leaving the 
Falcons eight behind, 20-12. 

The teams again traded baskets 
during the first part of the 
second quarter, but as the period 
progressed, Hickman County 
slowly began to narrow the gap. 
With 2:25 left in the second 
stanza, Weatherspoon hit for two 
free throws to get the Falcons 
within three, 27-24. The some 
40 second later, Wallace Grundy 
dropped in a jumper from 12 
feet to get Hickman County the 
closest they had been, 27-26. 
Clay County’s Rollie Pennington 
answered with a 15 footer but 
Weatherspoon came back with 
a long jumper to make the score 
29-28, Clay. 

The Tigers missed on their 
next field goal attempt and the 
Falcons patiently ran down the 
clock for one last show before 
the half. The Tigers missed on 
their next field goal attempt, and 


the Falcons patiently ran down 
the clock for one last shot before 
the half. Just before time expired, 
Ricky Weatherspoon ripped the 
nets with a 20-foot jumper to 
give the Falcons their first lead of 
the game 30-29. It turned out that 
Ricky’s dead-eye shooting from 
the outside was instrumental in 
two of the Falcon’s victories and 
at the same time made him a hero 
with the Louisville press. 

An 18-footer by Derrick Fitts 
just after the second half tip, 
pushed the Falcons to a three 
point lead, which they held for 
most of the third period. Then 
Hickman County began to slow 
the action, hoping to have the 
same favorable results that 
the deliberate style had in the 
regional tourney. 

It was not quite as successful 
this time though, and the Falcons 
made several costly turnovers 
which led to easy lay-ins for 
Clay County. The Hickman 
County lead dwindled and in the 
last minute of action in the third 
period, the Tigers caught and 
passed the Falcons and took a 41- 
38 advantage going into the final 
period. 

As the fourth quarter began, 
Clay took a 5 point lead on a 
lay-up by Butch Grubb. But the 
Falcons fought doggedly back 
and with 6:02 remaining in the 
game, Isaac Childress scored 
underneath the basket to give 
the Falcons a 46-45 lead. A shot 
from the 20-foot range by Fitts 
increased the score to 48-45. By 
the four minute mark, the Falcons 
had increased their advantage to 
7,54-47. 

Then Clay County began a 
comeback. During the next two 
minutes, the Falcons tallied on 
just two free throws by Fitts, and 
Clay County gradually caught up 
on a combination of free throws 
and field goals. But at the same 
time Clay was catching up, they 
were also fouling out. Both 


David Stewart and Butch Grubb 
were lost to fouls in the closing 
minutes. 

Still, with 1:56 in the ball 
game, two foul shots by Cecil 
Hooker drew the score to 56-55, 
Hickman County. The Falcons 
controlled the ball until a 
Weatherspoon jumper with 1:14 
left upped the score to 58-56. The 
breathing room was short-lived 
though, as two gratis tosses by 
Gary Smith made it 58-57. 

Before Clay County could 
score again, they fouled Isaac 
Childress. With :23 to play, 
Childress stepped to the line for 
the bonus attempt, and as he has 
done so many time during the 
tournaments, he came through 
again by making both shots 
for a 60-57 lead. But the game 
was not over. With only seven 
seconds left, Rollie Pennington 
gave Clay a last hope by scoring 
from underneath the basket. The 
Tigers, trailing by one point, were 
forced to try to get possession by 
committing a foul. Derrick Fitts 
was the victim. Without pause, 
he sank both of his foul shots, 
seemingly clinching the game for 
the Falcons, but the referees ruled 
that there was a lane violation 
and the point was cancelled. 

With five seconds to play, 
Clay County rushed the ball 
down court with one last chance 
to send the game into overtime. 
As the hearts of the fans fluttered, 
they launched one from about 
15-feet away. It was off target, 
fortunately, Childress rebounded, 
the horn sounded, and the Falcons 
took a 61-59 victory. 

If the fans thought that game 
was spine tingling, they hadn’t 
seen anything yet. In the Friday 
night session, the Falcons took on 
highly regarded Maysville of the 
Tenth Region. 

To be continued in next week’s 
issue! 



Photo by Kinsey Lock 


OLD FRIENDS - Hickman County’s Rayshun Shields (10) rubs past 
former teammate Austin Bailey during the Falcon’s close loss to 
Carlisle County on Friday night. Shields was the Falcons’ leading 
scorer in the game with 27 points. 


Falcons came back 
but couldn’t pull 
away from Carlisle 


The Hickman County 
High School Falcons’ record 
worsened to 0-4 Friday night as 
a trip to Carlisle County ended 
in a two-point loss after the 
Falcons climbed their way up 
from behind in the second half. 

Going into the half down 
by ten points, 26-36, Hickman 
County brought the score within 
two at the end of the third 
quarter, with 15 of the team’s 
21 third-quarter points coming 
from senior Rayshun Shields. 
The Falcons and Comets battled 


back and forth for the lead in 
the fourth, with Carlisle County 
coming away with the 70-68 
win. 

Shields led the Falcons in 
scoring with 27 points during 
the game. Other scorers were 
Alec Spillman-15, Zeke 
Prince-9, Austin Boaz, 7, Ethan 
Carter-5, and Jordyn Naranjo-5. 

The Falcons were scheduled 
to play at Graves County High 
School Monday night, and will 
host Paducah Tilghman on 
Thursday. 



DRIVE - Lady Falcon Katie Woolard (12) drives to the basket 
during Friday night’s game against Carlisle County. The Lady 
Falcons fell to the Lady Comets. 27-64. The Lady Falcons hosted 
Mayfield Tuesday night and defeated the Lady Cardinals 35-34. 
They traveled to Paducah Tilghman on Saturday and fell 26-85. 
They are now 1-3, and undefeated at home so far this season. 



LOCALS FARE WELL IN 
FREE THROW COMPETITION 

Four Hickman County students traveled to Paducah on Saturday to 
compete in the Elks Free Throw Contest. Shown from left are Shel¬ 
by Johnson, Jackson Midyett (winner for 12-13 age group), Micah 
Naranjo (winner for 10-11 age group), and Justice Midyett (winner of 
8-9 age group). Winners advance to a regional contest in Madison- 
ville on January 24. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Dorrill Berry 

Berrys to celebrate 50 th 
Wedding Anniversary 


Mr. & Mrs. Dorrill Berry of 
the Spring Hill community will 
celebrate their 50 th wedding 
anniversary Sunday, Dec. 28, 
from 2-4 p.m. at First United 
Methodist Church Young 
Center. 

Mr. Berry and the former Ms. 
Mullins were married December 
31,1964 in Charleston, Mo. 

Dorrill is the son of the late 
Willard and Inez Bone Berry. 
Phyllis is the daughter of the 
late Wesley and Mayfair Finch 
Mullins. 

They are the parents of 
three daughters, Melissa Berry 
Henson of Mayfield, Darla 


(Leroy) Weatherspoon of 
Knoxville, Tenn. and Leslie 
(John) Dodge of Boulder, Colo. 

They have eight 
grandchildren, Travis (Ashley) 
Roach, Tim Roach (Rose 
Burpo), Jonathon, Olivia and 
Alaina Weatherspoon, Hayden, 
Simon, and Madison Dodge. 

They have two great¬ 
grandchildren, Miles and 
Madux Roach and two step 
great-grandchildren, Carter and 
David Burpo. 

Everyone is invited to attend 
the reception. The couple 
requests no gifts. 


CHRISTMAS 

PARTY 


The Rotary Clubs of Clinton, Ful¬ 
ton, and Hickman held their joint 
Christmas party Thursday night 
at the Hickman County Exten¬ 
sion Building in Clinton. 

Shown above are all that were 
in attendance. Shown from left, 
seated, and Daniel Richardson, 
Karen Langford, Sally Ward, 
Lena Richardson, Bonnie Poy- 
ner, Charlotte Smith, and Lisa 
Richardson. Standing from left 
are Tom Pyron, Betty Abernathy, 
Terry Powell, Cherry Pyron, 
Judge Tim Langford, Dr. Bruce 
Smith, Larry Lewis, Susie Pit¬ 
tman, Karl Buss, Cinda Yates, 
Phillip McClure, Kenny Wilson, 
Vida McClure, Dr. Harry Ward, 
Kim Wilson, Alice Voegeli, Dan 
Voegeli, Brandi Mayo, Kenny 
Mayo, and Dennis Richardson. 
Shown at right are members of 
the Rotary Club of Clinton and 
their guests. Seated from left 
are Karen Langford, Susie Pit¬ 
tman, Lena Richardson, Vida 
McClure, and Charlotte Smith. 
Standing from left are Judge 
Tim Langford, Dr. Bruce Smith, 
Larry Lewis, Cinda Yates, Dan¬ 
iel Richardson, Karl Buss, Phillip 
McClure, Kim Wilson, and Ken¬ 
ny Wilson. 


Letter to the Editor 


Dear Editor, 

I’d like to take this time 
to respond to Mr. Wayne 
Gatewood’s letter to the editor 
in last week’s paper. I assume 
that some people are under the 
assumption that the aspects 
of policing consist of writing 
speeding tickets and taking 
people to jail. Considering, that 
is a portion of what a police 
officer does, our duties and 
responsibilities extend far past 
that here in Clinton, Kentucky. 

Our main goals are to make 
Clinton a better place to live, 
provide security for the people 
and their property, and to be 
a positive public servant in 
anyway that we can. If that 
is moving furniture around in 
someone’s living room due 
to them being unable to, we 
do it. If someone’s vehicle is 
inoperable and they need a ride 
to work, we do it. If someone 
needs a ride to the grocery 
store due to hard times, we 


do it. We’ve been called to 
change light bulbs in houses, 
get snakes out of houses, and 
even dispatched to residences 
due to the caller being lonely 
and wanting somebody to talk 
to. The list goes on and on. 

No, this is not in the 
definition of police officer but 
this is what a public servant 
is. Someone that will be there 
when called upon. Help when 
help is needed. We assist more 
people, here in Clinton, than we 
write tickets to, I can assure you 
of that. 

So, yes, Mr. Gatewood, all 
your statements are correct. We 
do go outside our scope of work 
to try to make Clinton more 
comfortable for people. And as 
long as I’m the Chief of Police 
here, it will continue to be that 
way. 

Sincerely, 
Chief Snapper S. Seaton 
Clinton Police Dept. 
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Leslie Ann Harper and Matthew Wade Clark 

Harper, Clark to wed Jan. 3 


Together with their families, 
Leslie Ann Harper and Matthew 
Wade Clark request the honor 
of your presence as Christ joins 
them in marriage on Saturday, 
Jan. 3, 2015 at 1 p.m. in the 
afternoon. 

The ceremony will be held at 
the former Christian Church of 
Clinton, Ky. A cake reception 
will follow at the First Baptist 
Church of Clinton, Ky. Only 
out of town invitations will be 


sent. 

Leslie is the daughter of 
Ronnie Harper and Tammy 
Harper. She is the granddaughter 
of Larry and Joan Harper and 
Darrell T. and Sheri Kelly, all 
of Clinton. 

Wade is the son of Rev. 
Kevin W. and Kari Clark of 
Clinton. He is the grandson of 
Willis Clark and Janie Quinn 
and Terry and Gwen Midkiff, 
all of Owensboro. 


Signs 


From Pg. 1 


grant application. The funds 
were granted by the Kentucky 
Department of Transportation 
through a National Scenic 
Byway Grant, and the signs 
placed. 

Other interpretive signs are 
in place at Columbus-Belmont 
State Park, according to park 
manager Cindy Lynch. Lynch 
said they have been place along 
the trails and at the campground 
and in the redoubt behind the 
museum. 

“We have been working on 
the trails for some time now 
and these signs will enhance the 
interpretation greatly,” Lynch 
said. 

“We will soon have two more 
signs in the park dealing with 
the Trail of Tears, which will 
be beneficial since not much is 
known about the Benge Route 
that came through Hickman 
County,” she continued. “Both 
the Civil War and the Trail of 
Tears were tragedies, but they 
are part of our heritage and 
should not be forgotten.” 

Murphree believes the signs 
will be beneficial in bringing 
tourism to the area. 

“Interest in the Trail of Tears 
has really grown over recent 
years,” she said. 


CIVIL WAR 
BALL 

The annual Civil War Christmas 
Ball was held Saturday night at 
Columbus-Belmont State Park. 
Dinner began at 6 p.m., fol¬ 
lowed by a dance from 7 to 10. 
Live music was provided by the 
52nd Regimental String Band, 
and area Civil War enthusiasts 
dressed in their Civil War-era at¬ 
tire for the annual event. 

Shown above from left are Lynn 
Ann Jones, Lee Jackson, Cindy 
Lynch, Greg Pruitt, Frieda and 
Gene Bolin, Chris Fischer 


Erika Nicole Stairs 

Daughter of Lori Diane Atterberry 
and Michael Sean Stair 

Clubs: FBLA, Beta Club, 
Medical Club, Big Broth¬ 
ers/Big Sisters, Community 
Developer. 

Accomplishments: Was 
accepted to Carol 
Martin Gotten Academy 
of Mathematics and 
Science in Kentucky and 
has been attending 
school there for her junior 
and senior years of high 
school. 

FUTURE PLANS: 

To become a surgeon. 


Emily Crider 

Daughter of Kim Myers 

FUTURE PLANS: 
To attend Murray 
State and get a 
degree in early 
education. 
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